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possessions was the only way out of the difficulty; and in 1698 William and
Louis concluded the First Partition Treaty, whereby it was agreed that Joseph
of Bavaria should receive Spain, the Spanish Netherlands, and Spanish America;
the Archduke Charles, Milan and Luxemburg; and Philip of Anjou the other
Spanish possessions in Italy. Within a month of this arrangement being made
Charles of Spain in one of his brief spells of sanity willed the possessions of the
Spanish crown to Joseph of Bavaria ; but the young prince died early in 1699,
and it therefore became necessary for William and Louis to revise their arrange-
ments. By the Second Partition Treaty of 1700 the Archduke Charles was to be
allowed to receive Spain, the Spanish Netherlands, Spanish America, and
Sardinia; and Philip of Anjou, Naples, Sicily, and Milan.

This flagrant disregard of national feeling in Spain was bound to be resented
by the Spaniards; and the Spanish nationalists, sedulously courted by the French
agent Harcourt and supported by the queen, finally induced the dying king to
make a new will, under which the Spanish possessions were bequeathed to Philip
of Anjou and his heirs on condition that they renounced their claims to the
French throne. Charles died in November 1700, and Philip of Anjou was at
once proclaimed king as Philip V. " II n'y a plus des Pyrin&es " gleefully
exclaimed Louis when they brought him the news of his grandson's accession : all
William's diplomatic scheming was now so much wasted effort.
" William's disappointment was the keener because a Tory majority in the
House of Commons was determined to oppose him at every turn. In 1698
his Dutch Guards were dismissed and the standing army reduced to 7000 men;
two years later the Irish lands bestowed by the king upon his favourites were
" resumed " by parliamentary vote ; and at the very moment when the family
compact was a fait accompli the Tories were talking of impeaching the Whig
ministers who had aided William in concluding the Partition Treaties. Such
was the temper of this Tory majority that a petition from the Grand Jury of
Kent for warlike preparations against France was met with the punishment
of the petitioners, and Louis' violation of the Treaty of Ryswick by sending
troops to seize the Barrier Fortresses left them unmoved. Once again Louis
was guilty of an error of judgment. On the death of " James II." in September
1701 he promptly recognised his son as " James III.; " and this interference
in the domestic affairs of England produced a reaction in William's favour.
A new parliament which assembled at the end of 1701 declared strongly
in favour of war; and supplies for an army of 40,000 men, the strengthening
of the navy, and the payment of foreign mercenaries were generously voted.

William, however, was not destined to see the humiliation of his old adversary
Louis, He was much too ill to think of taking the field in person; and it is
a high tribute to the soundness of his judgment that he entrusted the command
of English troops abroad to Marlborough. On 2ist February 1702, as William